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5th Grade Social Studies 

The Colonization of North America 

 

 
Course Description: 

This course is meant to introduce students to various people who have inhabited North America and 

how their ways of life voluntarily and involuntarily adapted over time. From the indigenous people of 

North America to our Founding Fathers who declared independence from Great Britain, students will 

participate in a variety of in-class and out-of-class learning activities designed to develop historical 

knowledge, cultural understanding, appreciation and respect for diversity, and critical and analytical 

thinking skills.  

 
 

 

Course Sequence: 
 

Unit 1: The Geography of the United States Marking Period 1  

Unit 2: The Age of Exploration & the first English Colonies Marking Period 2 

Unit 3: The Thirteen Colonies Marking Period 3 

Unit 4: The Road to the Revolution Marking Period 4 

 

 

 

Pre-requisite: 

4th grade Social Studies 
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UNIT 1: Marking Period 1 

 

 

Unit 1 - Overview  

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Geography of the Western Hemisphere 

Grade Level: 5 

Unit Summary:   

Native Americans once lived in different regions of the United States. The geography of each region influenced the people 

who lived there.  

Unit 1 - Standards 

Standards (Content and Technology):  

CPI#: Statement: 

NJSLS Standards 

6.1.8.A.1.a Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family structures among 

African, European, and Native American groups. 

6.1.8.B.1.a  Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, and explain how these 

patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western Hemisphere.  

6.1.8.D.1.a  Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and political systems of 

Native American groups. 

21st century themes and skills (standard 9.1 or 9.2) 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

Career Ready Practices (CRP) 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

Educational Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

Interdisciplinary Connection (Standard) 

NJSLARI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 5 topic or subject area. 

NJSLSA.W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  

NJSLSA.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably.  

Amistad Commission and Holocaust Mandates 
The Amistad Commission mandate, which requires that teaching of the African slave trade, slavery in America and the 

vestiges of slavery in the country and the contributions of African-Americans to our society, is met through social studies 

lessons teaching about leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. Resource: Amistad: 

www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units. References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in 

which it is embedded. 

 

The Holocaust Mandate (which indicates that issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including bullying through the 

teaching of the Holocaust and genocide) is often taught during Character Education lessons (social skill stories) and is 

incorporated during Social Studies when leaders (past and present) in our country and community are referenced.  

References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in which it is embedded. 
 

Unit Essential Question(s): 

● How does geography influence the development of 

the Western Hemisphere? 

● What were the social, economic and political 

structures of early Native Societies? 

● How did American Indian groups choose leaders and 

govern themselves?  

● How did the economy of the American Indian groups 

use local resources and trade to survive?  

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● The geography and climate of the various regions 

of the western hemisphere influenced the way of 

life of the Native Americans in that area as well 

as those who live there today. 

● Landforms, climate, and natural resources impact 

our way of life and it greatly varies throughout 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units
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 the early cultures of North American and our 

nation today. 

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives: 

Students will… 

● describe the climate, physical geography, natural resources, and native americans of the five U.S. 

regions and how they differ from one another.  

● relate the effect of geography and the environment on the work and lifestyles of various Native 

American societies.  

● compare and contrast how geography and climate influenced American Indian groups differently. 

● describe how American Indian groups chose leaders and governed themselves. 

● identify the states and capitals of the 50 United States 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments:   

- Ongoing formative assessments are used to guide instruction 

- Google Discussion Questions 

- Nearpods 

- Guided Notes 

- EdPuzzle video with assessment 

 

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):  

- Teacher-made assessments for each region 

Alternative Assessments: 

- Landmark project with rubric 

- Graffiti Notes 

 

Resources/Materials :  

Unit Outline 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharin

g 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10-

GtcgtjdsjatVtjOqx0RRAXPpX3MjjWYRWHe7TfBbc/edit?usp=sharing  

Discovery Education Videos 

Native American Slides 

(https://drive.google.com/open?id=18irTWBTTY1pphGbjV3JtXiu8PJejDRDCMB6rt-e6-Gg ) 

Sheppard Software 

Modifications:  

● Special Education/504 Students 

- Allow errors 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions, and permit 

drawing, as an explanation 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

- Consult with Case Managers and follow IEP 

accommodations/modifications 

 

●  English Language Learners 

- Assign a buddy, same language or English speaking 

- Allow errors in speaking 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

 

 

● At-Risk Students 

- Provide extended time to complete tasks 

- Consult with Guidance Counselors and follow 

I&RS procedures/action plans 

- Consult with classroom teacher(s) for specific 

behavior interventions 

- Provide rewards as necessary 

 

● Gifted and Talented Students 

- Provide extension activities  

- Build on students’ intrinsic motivations 

- Consult with parents to accommodate students’ 

interests in completing tasks at their level of 

engagement 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10-GtcgtjdsjatVtjOqx0RRAXPpX3MjjWYRWHe7TfBbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/10-GtcgtjdsjatVtjOqx0RRAXPpX3MjjWYRWHe7TfBbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=18irTWBTTY1pphGbjV3JtXiu8PJejDRDCMB6rt-e6-Gg
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Suggested Pacing Guide 

Lesson Name/Topic Lesson Objective(s) Time frame  

(periods to complete) 

Introduction to the US Pretest on US Map 

Introduce the song Wakko’s 50 States and Capitals & Tour 

the States 

 

Introduce Sheppard Software 

1 period 

Western Region Introduction to the West with Nearpod 

11 States & Capitals ~ Make Flashcards  

 

Students will practice by playing Sheppard’s Software 

 

Discuss the history, climate, landforms, natural resources, 

economy, and landmarks of the West. 

Complete the guided notes together as a class 

 

Discuss various tribes and ways of life including forms of 

governance, belief systems, and family structures of the 

Native Americans in the region 

 

Quiz on West 

 

6 periods 

Southwestern Region Introduction to the Southwest with Slides 

4 States & Capitals ~ Make Flashcards  

 

Students will practice by playing Sheppard’s Software 

 

Discuss the history, climate, landforms, natural resources, 

economy, and landmarks of the Southwest. 

 

Complete the guided notes in partner pairs 

 

Discuss various tribes and ways of life including forms of 

governance, belief systems, and family structures of the 

Native Americans in the region 

 

Quiz on Southwest 

4 periods 

Midwestern Region Introduction to the Midwest with Nearpod 

12 States & Capitals ~ Make Flashcards  

 

Students will practice by playing Sheppard’s Software 

 

Discuss the history, climate, landforms, natural resources, 

economy, and landmarks of the Midwest. 

 

Complete the guided notes using Nearpod 

 

Discuss various tribes and ways of life including forms of 

6 periods 
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governance, belief systems, and family structures of the 

Native Americans in the region 

 

Quiz on Midwest 

Southeastern Region Introduction to the Southeast with Nearpod 

12 States & Capitals ~ Make Flashcards  

 

Students will practice by playing Sheppard’s Software 

 

Discuss the history, climate, landforms, natural resources, 

economy, and landmarks of the Southeast. 

 

Complete the guided notes using Nearpod 

 

Discuss various tribes and ways of life including forms of 

governance, belief systems, and family structures of the 

Native Americans in the region 

 

Quiz on Southeast 

5 periods 

Northeastern Region  Review Northeast & connect to 4th grade knowledge of New 

Jersey 

11 States & Capitals ~ Make Flashcards  

Students will practice by playing Sheppard’s Software 

 

Review the history, climate, landforms, natural resources, 

economy, and landmarks and Natives of the Northeast. 

(again spiral on 4th grade knowledge) 

Discuss various tribes and ways of life including forms of 

governance, belief systems, and family structures of the 

Native Americans in the region 

 

Complete the guided notes using Nearpod 

4 periods 

Introduction to the US Final test  on US Map 1 period 

Landmark Project Students select a United States Landmark of their choice to 

research. Complete graphic organizer & a Google Drawing 

informational brochure.  

2 periods 

Teacher Notes:  

The unit plan (link below) outlines period by period plans with links to additional resources, assessments, and rubrics. 

Additional Resources:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharin

g 

UNIT 2: Marking Period 2 
 

 

Unit 2 - Overview  

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Age of Exploration & The First Colonies 

Grade Level: 5 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
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Unit Summary:   

Cultural differences and competition for land led to conflicts among different groups of people in the Americas. European 

explorers led expeditions for a variety of reasons and following a variety of routes. Their explorations ultimately changed 

the lives of Native Americans.  

Unit 2 - Standards 

Standards (Content and Technology):  

CPI#: Statement: 

NJSLS Standards 

6.1.8.C.1.a Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on European exploration. 

6.1.8.D.1.c Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, and culture from 

different perspectives. 

  

6.1.8.B.2.b 

 

Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in conflict and cooperation among 

European colonists and Native American groups in the New World. 

6.1.8.D.2.a 

 

Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its impact on people living in 

Europe and the Americas. 

6.3.8.C.1 Examine the perspectives of multiple stakeholders involved in the local budget process (e.g., obtaining 

information, discussing priorities). 

 

21st century themes and skills (standard 9.1 or 9.2) 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, 

home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

Career Ready Practices (CRP) 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Educational Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.2  Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols 

and/ or pictures. 

8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

8.1.5.D.1 Understand the need for and use of copyrights. 

8.1.5.D.2 Analyze the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

Interdisciplinary Connection (Standard) 

NJSLSA.RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.  
NJSLARI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize 

the text. 

NJSLARI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 5 topic or subject area. 

NJSLARI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 

differences in the point of view they represent. 

NJSLSA.W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  

NJSLSA.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably.  

NJSLSA.SL.5.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  

Amistad Commission and Holocaust Mandates 
The Amistad Commission mandate, which requires that teaching of the African slave trade, slavery in America and the 

vestiges of slavery in the country and the contributions of African-Americans to our society, is met through social studies 

lessons teaching about leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. Resource: Amistad: 
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www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units. References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in 

which it is embedded. 

 

The Holocaust Mandate (which indicates that issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including bullying through the 

teaching of the Holocaust and genocide) is often taught during Character Education lessons (social skill stories) and is 

incorporated during Social Studies when leaders (past and present) in our country and community are referenced.  

References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in which it is embedded. 
 

Unit Essential Question(s): 

● Why do people explore? 

● What are the impacts of exploration?  

● What lead to England’s attempt to start a colony in 

North America?  

● How were the first European colonists received by 

the Natives and how did their relationships evolve? 

 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● The desire to expand trade spurred European 

explorers to seek new opportunities. 

● The Age of Discovery and future colonization 

brought about a period of interaction and 

exchange among Europe, Africa, and the 

Americas, which had both beneficial, tragic 

results, and long-lasting effects. 

● When people from different cultures first meet, 

there are opportunities for cooperation and 

compromise as well as for conflict. 

● Europeans and American Indians often had 

different points of view. 

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives: 

Students will… 

● locate and label the oceans, continents, and hemispheres on a world map 

● describe the aims, obstacles, and accomplishments of European explorers 

● explain how European Exploration changed the world 

● evaluate the conflict and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the New World 

● explain how agriculture and ecology were affected by the Columbian Exchange  

● develop and support theories on the colony of Roanoke and its disappearance 

● explain how John Smith and John Rolfe impacted the colony of Jamestown 

● summarize the events that led to the first successful English colonies in America (Jamestown & Plymouth) 

● evaluate the role of the Virginia Company and other stakeholders including how a budget affects people at 

different levels 

● identify ways in which Europeans competed for economic opportunities in North America. 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments:   

- Ongoing formative assessments are used to guide instruction 

- Google Discussion Questions 

- Nearpods 

- Guided Notes 

- EdPuzzle video with assessment 

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):  

- Teacher-made assessments for each region 

Alternative Assessments: 

- Slides and oral presentation 

- Flipgrids 

- Graffiti Notes 

Resources/Materials :  

Unit Outline 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XMByYF3tVh44P9reeXP-zmrXW6GsqR-cImYtO-

oKz04/edit?usp=sharing  

             Flocabulary 

Discovery Education Videos 

Breakout.edu (teacher created escape room) 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XMByYF3tVh44P9reeXP-zmrXW6GsqR-cImYtO-oKz04/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XMByYF3tVh44P9reeXP-zmrXW6GsqR-cImYtO-oKz04/edit?usp=sharing
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Harcourt (The United States: Making of a New Nation) Textbook Unit 2 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EG_a4tG3llmxXQLJt9lqfZ7dsJNuGnkl  

Use the Jamestown Online Adventure  http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/popupwindow.html 

Plymouth/Mayflower Sites 

 http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/  

http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/list_passengers.htm  

 

Modifications:  

● Special Education/504 Students 

- Allow errors 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions, and permit 

drawing, as an explanation 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

- Consult with Case Managers and follow IEP 

accommodations/modifications 

 

●  English Language Learners 

- Assign a buddy, same language or English speaking 

- Allow errors in speaking 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

 

 

● At-Risk Students 

- Provide extended time to complete tasks 

- Consult with Guidance Counselors and follow 

I&RS procedures/action plans 

- Consult with classroom teacher(s) for specific 

behavior interventions 

- Provide rewards as necessary 

 

● Gifted and Talented Students 

- Provide extension activities  

- Build on students’ intrinsic motivations 

- Consult with parents to accommodate students’ 

interests in completing tasks at their level of 

engagement 

 

Suggested Pacing Guide 

Lesson Name/Topic Lesson Objective(s) Time frame  

(periods to complete) 

Introduction to the Age of 

Exploration 

Watch Flocabulary together (Age of Exploration) 

● Discuss big ideas presented in the video (countries 

that were exploring & why) 

● Help students picture the large time period (early 

15th - early 17th centuries/even longer if you 

consider the Vikings & Marco Polo) 

●  

Review world map with students (continents, oceans, 

equator, prime meridian) 

 

Discovery Streaming Video on Exploration Overview & 

(Hudson p 142 in text) 

● Students watch the video independently in Google 

Classroom & find the missing information for the 

chart made to follow the  

● Sort explorers by country exploring for and purpose 

for exploration 

 

Discuss the Columbian Exchange including items traded and 

their effect on the Eastern and Western hemisphere and the 

effects of colonization 

 

3 periods 

Age of Exploration 

Project Presentations 

Students will begin to research the explorer they have been 

assigned using the given rubric, project outline & resource 

 

9 periods 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EG_a4tG3llmxXQLJt9lqfZ7dsJNuGnkl
http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/popupwindow.html
http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/list_passengers.htm
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list 

 

Students will research using multiple sources and types of 

media and organizer information in a Google doc 

 

Students will then create slides with biographical 

information, country exploring for, purpose for exploration,  

map of voyage(s), discoveries, hardships, accomplishments 

 

Students will present their work with slides using notes to 

guide their presentation 

Spanish, Dutch, and 

French Colonies 

Students explore the settlements of the French and Dutch as 

well as New Spain including the cooperation and conflict 

between each group and the Native Americans 

4 periods 

Roanoke Roanoke: 

Students will be introduced to the Lost Colony of Roanoke 

via Powerpoint and Storytelling.  

 

By gathering evidence through an escape room students will 

begin to develop and support plausible theories for the 

disappearance of the colony of Roanoke 

(https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/play/the-mystery-

of-roanoke-183044-AYCHNLWUAI)  

 

GOOGLE DISCUSSION QUESTION: RACES RESPONSE 

What happened to the colonists of Roanoke? Justify your 

theory with evidence.  

 

Using written response, students will orally present their 

ideas by creating a FlipGrid 

3 periods 

Jamestown Students will read and take notes on the original reason for 

the colonization of Jamestown, the initial struggles, and the 

role of John Smith.  

 

Continue reading guiding students to understand this covers 

17 years of Jamestown history. (John Rolfe, Pocohontas, 

friendship and struggle with the Powhatan (HOLOCAUST 

MANDATE) 

 

Use student paced Nearpod to help students further 

understanding of the colony’s history and the role of the 

Virginia Colony 

 

Use the Jamestown Online Adventure to have students 

synthesize the information learned  

http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/popupwindow.html 

 

4 periods 

Plymouth Students will be introduced to Plymouth Colony. Students 

will receive the name of a passenger who was on the 

Mayflower and will research their assigned person to learn 

more about them. Students will then briefly describe their 

4 periods 

https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/play/the-mystery-of-roanoke-183044-AYCHNLWUAI
https://platform.breakoutedu.com/game/play/the-mystery-of-roanoke-183044-AYCHNLWUAI
http://www.historyglobe.com/jamestown/popupwindow.html
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person and make connections to the other students whos 

passengers were related. 

http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/  

Backup website: 

http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/list_passengers.htm  

 

Students will read and complete fill-in notes on the colony of 

Plymouth and watch several short video segments from 

Discovery Education 

 

Students select on aspect of the Plymouth Colony and create 

a short Newsletter on the topic using Google Drawing or 

Google slides 

 

Conclude with a quiz on the first colonies 

Teacher Notes:  

The unit plan (link below) outlines period by period plans with links to additional resources, assessments, and rubrics. 

Additional Resources:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharin

g 

 

  

http://mayflowerhistory.com/mayflower-passenger-list/
http://www.pilgrimhallmuseum.org/list_passengers.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EEIatG81OUqI6MaBDUlb_CrSe0WtzM9QRRp84qD0150/edit?usp=sharing
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UNIT 3: Marking Period 3 
 

 

 

Unit 3 - Overview  

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Thirteen Colonies 

Grade Level: 5 

Unit Summary:   

The thirteen colonies were founded in different regions of North America and for a variety of reasons.  They were 

developed differently based on economic, geographic, and social factors. 
 

Unit 3 - Standards 

Standards (Content and Technology):  

CPI#: Statement: 

NJSLS Standards 

6.1.8.C.1.b Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the role of trade during this period. 

6.1.8.D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural 

transformation. 

6.1.8.A.2.a  Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in various North American 

colonies. 

6.1.8.A.2.b Explain how and why early government structures developed, and determine the impact of these early 

structures on the evolution of American politics and institutions. 

6.1.8.A.2.c  Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) affected social, economic, and 

political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

6.1.8.B.2.a 

 

Determine factors that impacted immigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies 

6.1.8.C.2.a Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor system 

6.1.8.C.2.c Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups 

21st century themes and skills (standard 9.1 or 9.2) 

9.1.8.A.4 Relate earning power to quality of life across cultures. 

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, 

home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

Career Ready Practices (CRP) 

CRP1 Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

 

Educational Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

8.1.5.D.1 Understand the need for and use of copyrights. 

8.1.5.D.2 Analyse the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 

 

Interdisciplinary Connection (Standard) 

NJSLSA.RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.  
NJSLARI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 5 topic or subject area. 

NJSLSA.W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  
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NJSLSA.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably.  

NJSLSA.SL.5.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  

Amistad Commission and Holocaust Mandates 
The Amistad Commission mandate, which requires that teaching of the African slave trade, slavery in America and the 

vestiges of slavery in the country and the contributions of African-Americans to our society, is met through social studies 

lessons teaching about leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. Resource: Amistad: 

www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units. References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in 

which it is embedded. 

 

The Holocaust Mandate (which indicates that issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including bullying through the 

teaching of the Holocaust and genocide) is often taught during Character Education lessons (social skill stories) and is 

incorporated during Social Studies when leaders (past and present) in our country and community are referenced.  

References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in which it is embedded. 
 

Unit Essential Question(s): 

● What does it take to build a new society and how do 

people contribute to it in different ways?  

● What geographical features might help or hinder 

settlers?  

● How was colonial life and work different from life 

and work today?  

● Why is it important to protect the rights and 

freedoms of everyone in a society?  

● What led to slavery in the colonies?  

● Why did Britain want to control so much of North 

America?  

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● Environment and location influence where people 

live and what they do there. 

●  People adapt and modify the world around them 

to better suit their needs. 

● Collaboration and working together can lead to 

more successful communities. 

● Trade and technology promote economic growth.  

● Varied systems of labor were factors in the 

prosperity of colonial America. 

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives: 

Students will… 

● identify the important historical figures who made an impact in the 13 colonies. 

● explain how England came to control the 13 colonies.  

● compare and contrast the physical geography, resources, and economy, of the New England, Middle, and 

Southern Colonies 

● analyze the role of religion of the New England, Middle, and Southern Colonies 

● summarize the development of slavery in the 13 colonies.  

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments:   

- Ongoing formative assessments are used to guide instruction 

- Google Discussion Questions 

- Nearpods 

- Guided Notes 

- EdPuzzle video with assessment 

 

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):  

- Teacher-made assessments for each set of colonies 

-  

Alternative Assessments: 

- Notes 

- Map Project 

Resources/Materials :  

Unit Outline 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/173Di1mSEr8A72o3ZGNC2YuHN45yKty9rPF_YuJoJGHA/edit 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units
https://docs.google.com/document/d/173Di1mSEr8A72o3ZGNC2YuHN45yKty9rPF_YuJoJGHA/edit
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             Flocabulary 

Discovery Education Videos 

If You Lived in Colonial Times 

Ben Franklin Thinglink to learn more about the Historical Figure. 

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1020016654093910019 https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c5dyL7EQGUKw-

ntuyVTNE11gGTumd4dACKZVWH7dKFk  

Colonial Jobs  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WSkokEuAlR095mDhwK5WXYAXHVRgQftzC9QTg2Y-k6g/edit?usp=sharing  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hzdRxKcysrxqP5cS0ODxaNppu2CAguNx/view?usp=sharing  

 

Modifications:  

● Special Education/504 Students 

- Allow errors 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions, and permit 

drawing, as an explanation 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

- Consult with Case Managers and follow IEP 

accommodations/modifications 

 

●  English Language Learners 

- Assign a buddy, same language or English speaking 

- Allow errors in speaking 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

 

 

● At-Risk Students 

- Provide extended time to complete tasks 

- Consult with Guidance Counselors and follow 

I&RS procedures/action plans 

- Consult with classroom teacher(s) for specific 

behavior interventions 

- Provide rewards as necessary 

 

● Gifted and Talented Students 

- Provide extension activities  

- Build on students’ intrinsic motivations 

- Consult with parents to accommodate students’ 

interests in completing tasks at their level of 

engagement 

 

 

Suggested Pacing Guide 

Lesson Name/Topic Lesson Objective(s) Time frame  

(periods to complete) 

Overview of the Thirteen 

Colonies 

Overview of the 13 Colonies: Introduction Video 
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/colonial-america/video/  

 

Complete Flocabulary Quiz as a class 

 
If You Lived in Colonial Times… 

A student will randomly be chosen to pick a page from the book If 

You Lived In Colonial Times. Each page has a question about the time 

period and an answer. First read the question out loud. Students will 

be able to make educated guesses as to what they believe the answer 

will be before it is revealed. Each day will begin with this fun activity. 

Repeat this 3 or 4 times. 
 

1 period 

The New England 

Colonies 

Read passages and complete notes: 

Life in the New England Colonies 

Key people in the New England Colonies 

Read and discuss: 

Puritans 

Anne Hutchinson 

Roger Williams 

Resources & Economy in the New England Colonies 

 

8 periods 

https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1020016654093910019
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c5dyL7EQGUKw-ntuyVTNE11gGTumd4dACKZVWH7dKFk
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1c5dyL7EQGUKw-ntuyVTNE11gGTumd4dACKZVWH7dKFk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WSkokEuAlR095mDhwK5WXYAXHVRgQftzC9QTg2Y-k6g/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hzdRxKcysrxqP5cS0ODxaNppu2CAguNx/view?usp=sharing
https://www.flocabulary.com/unit/colonial-america/video/
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Watch short video clips from Discovery Streaming to 

visualize and strengthen understanding 

 

Complete EdPuzzle on the 4 New England Colonies 

(founders & reason for founding) 

 

Students complete a Colonial Job Gallery walk by 

completing the chart provided. Then they must write a 

response telling which colonial job they would have wanted 

if they lived during that time period.  

 

Quiz on the New England Colonies 

 

Continue daily guess & check with passage from  If You 

Lived in Colonial Times… 

 

The Middle Colonies Read passages and complete notes: 

Life in the Middle Colonies 

Key people in the Middle Colonies 

Read and discuss: 

King Charles, Duke of York, George Berkley, James 

Carteret 

Quakers & Wiliam Penn 

Ben Franklin 

Resources & Economy in the Middle Colonies 

 

Watch short video clips from Discovery Streaming to 

visualize and strengthen understanding 

 

Quiz on the Middle Colonies 

 

Continue daily guess & check with passage from  If You 

Lived in Colonial Times… 

 

7 periods 

The Southern Colonies Read passages and complete notes: 

Life in the Southern Colonies 

Key people in the Southern Colonies 

Read and discuss: 

Plantation Owners 

Slaves  (Amistad & Holocaust) 

Resources & Economy in the Middle Colonies 

 

Discuss Triangular Trade (Holocaust) 

 

Watch short video clips from Discovery Streaming to 

visualize and strengthen understanding 

 

Quiz on the Southern Colonies 

 

Continue daily guess & check with passage from  If You 

Lived in Colonial Times… 

 

7 periods 
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Map Project Students will be introduced to the  13 Colonies Map Project. 

This project is an ongoing project that is to be completed 

throughout the Unit. Upon learning about each group of 

colonies, students will correctly label their map and add 

pictures with captions to show the important people, natural 

resources, economy, and way of life of the colonial people.  

 

6 periods throughout the unit 

(2 periods at the conclusion of 

each set of colonies) 

Teacher Notes:  

The unit plan (link below) outlines period by period plans with links to additional resources, assessments, and rubrics. 

Additional Resources:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/173Di1mSEr8A72o3ZGNC2YuHN45yKty9rPF_YuJoJGHA/edit  

 

  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/173Di1mSEr8A72o3ZGNC2YuHN45yKty9rPF_YuJoJGHA/edit
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UNIT 4: Marking Period 4 
 

 

 

Unit # - Overview  

Content Area:  Social Studies 

Unit Title: The Road to the Revolution 

Grade Level: 5 

Unit Summary:   

The thirteen colonies were founded in different regions of North America and for a variety of reasons.  They were 

developed differently based on economic, geographic, and social factors. 
Unit # - Standards 

Standards (Content and Technology):  

CPI#: Statement: 

NJSLS Standards 

6.1.8.B.3.a Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native American groups impacted 

the expansion of the American colonies. 

6.1.8.D.3.a Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British policies toward American 

colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in the North American colonies led to the 

American Revolution. 

6.1.8.C.3.a  

 

 Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic opportunities, and assess the impact 

of these on relations between Britain and its North American colonies. 

21st century themes and skills (standard 9.1 or 9.2) 

9.1.12.A.13 Analyze the impact of the collective bargaining process on benefits, income, and fair labor practice. 

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, 

home, work, and extracurricular activities for use in a career 

Career Ready Practices (CRP) 

CRP4 Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP5 Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

CRP7 Employ valid and reliable research strategies. 

CRP11 Use technology to enhance productivity. 

Educational Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.3 Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

8.1.5.D.1 Understand the need for and use of copyrights. 

8.1.5.D.2 Analyse the resource citations in online materials for proper use. 

8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 

Interdisciplinary Connection (Standard) 

NJSLSA.RL.5.1: Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.  
NJSLARI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 5 topic or subject area. 

NJSLSA.W.5.7: Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic.  

NJSLSA.RI.5.9: Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 

knowledgeably.  

NJSLSA.SL.5.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  

Amistad Commission and Holocaust Mandates 
The Amistad Commission mandate, which requires that teaching of the African slave trade, slavery in America and the 

vestiges of slavery in the country and the contributions of African-Americans to our society, is met through social studies 

lessons teaching about leaders, including Martin Luther King, Jr. Resource: Amistad: 

www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units. References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in 

which it is embedded. 

 

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/units
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The Holocaust Mandate (which indicates that issues of bias, prejudice, and bigotry, including bullying through the 

teaching of the Holocaust and genocide) is often taught during Character Education lessons (social skill stories) and is 

incorporated during Social Studies when leaders (past and present) in our country and community are referenced.  

References to this mandate are made within the pacing guide and lessons in which it is embedded. 
 

Unit Essential Question(s): 

● What is worth fighting for? 

● How did the actions of Parliament lead to protests 

against British rule?  

● How can you get others to support your beliefs? 

● Why did the colonists fight so hard for 

independence? 

Unit Enduring Understandings: 

● Many American colonists united in the common 

goal of freedom and were willing to fight for it.  

● Getting others to support your beliefs involves 

persuasion and sometimes even misleading 

propaganda 

● Political change can have costs and benefits for 

different groups 

● There are universal rights that all people share 

Unit Learning Targets/Objectives: 

Students will… 

● Determine how British tariffs and taxes and American boycotts acted as economic catalysts for the Revolutionary 

war 

● Understand that tax dollars are collected and used by the government to provide goods and services 

● Explain key events leading to the American Revolution 

Evidence of Learning 

Formative Assessments:   

- Ongoing formative assessments are used to guide instruction 

- Google Discussion Questions 

- Nearpods 

- Guided Notes 

- EdPuzzle video with assessment 

 

Summative/Benchmark Assessment(s):  

- Teacher-made assessments for tax acts, key people, and other events leading to the American Revolution 

-  

Alternative Assessments: 

- Timeline Project 

- Road to the Revolution Relay 

 

Resources/Materials :  

Unit Outline 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7lAv6mcbNr-c8igHwShuQE_B2CiWchnqi1ta_3VWHk/edit 

Flocabulary 

Discovery Education Videos 

             Can You Survive Colonial Times (Choose your own adventure/interactive history book) 

             NEWSELA 

             Liberty’s Kids Videos (Ben Franklin, Boston Tea Party, The Coercive Acts) 

Modifications:  

● Special Education/504 Students 

- Allow errors 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions, and permit 

drawing, as an explanation 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

- Consult with Case Managers and follow IEP 

accommodations/modifications 

 

●  English Language Learners 

 

● At-Risk Students 

- Provide extended time to complete tasks 

- Consult with Guidance Counselors and follow 

I&RS procedures/action plans 

- Consult with classroom teacher(s) for specific 

behavior interventions 

- Provide rewards as necessary 

 

● Gifted and Talented Students 

- Provide extension activities  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7lAv6mcbNr-c8igHwShuQE_B2CiWchnqi1ta_3VWHk/edit
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- Assign a buddy, same language or English speaking 

- Allow errors in speaking 

- Rephrase questions, directions, and explanations 

- Allow extended time to answer questions 

- Accept participation at any level, even one word 

 

- Build on students’ intrinsic motivations 

- Consult with parents to accommodate students’ 

interests in completing tasks at their level of 

engagement 

 

 

Suggested Pacing Guide 

Lesson Name/Topic Lesson Objective(s) Time frame  

(periods to complete) 

French & Indian War 

 & The Proclamation of 

1763 

Complete EDPUZZLE video. 

https://edpuzzle.com/media/5ad3c5330ec31740f524630c  

 

Discuss the events and they related and shaped American 

history.  

 

Watch video Discovery Streaming  

 

 Students will be working on a culminating timeline leading 

them through the Road to the Revolution. After learning and 

discussing each major event, students will use illustrations 

and captions to create a visual on a large paper depicting that 

event. Students will have passages, FINS, and planning notes 

to help them create their visual.  

 

1 period 

The Sugar Act Distribute (phony) letter from the school explaining that due 

to the increasing costs of education, students will be asked to 

pay nominal fees to help the school continue to operate.  

Discuss feelings about fees.  

 

Read the passage on the Sugar Act 

Watch Discovery Education Video on the Sugar Act 

 

Google Discussion Question: How could you relate your 

feelings about the school fees today to the taxes the Sugar 

Act? 

 

1 period 

The Stamp Act & The 

Committees of 

Correspondence 

Read the passage on the Sugar Act 

 

Watch Discovery Education Video on the Sugar Act 

 

Discuss key information that students should know and 

retain about the Stamp Act.  

○ https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B25W

rUVB9pbOIl_O4yV84C1WL_7lvs6fqpC-

irBcmjM/edit  

Complete the corresponding notes page in their packet and 

review their answers as a class.  

 

As a class, review the Committees of Correspondence Packet 

2 periods 

https://edpuzzle.com/media/5ad3c5330ec31740f524630c
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B25WrUVB9pbOIl_O4yV84C1WL_7lvs6fqpC-irBcmjM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B25WrUVB9pbOIl_O4yV84C1WL_7lvs6fqpC-irBcmjM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B25WrUVB9pbOIl_O4yV84C1WL_7lvs6fqpC-irBcmjM/edit
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Pages that were completed to make sure everyone 

understands and has the correct information. 

 

Watch videos to enhance understanding 

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lkAjxyxF4I  

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cnplG8MeD4  

Townshend Acts Students complete the EdPuzzle Video with questions  

 

Read informational passage  

Complete notes page in the packet 

 

Introduce and distribute copies of Can You Survive Colonial 

Times for each student. Students will begin reading and 

tracking possible events and outcomes to share at the 

conclusion of the unit 

1 period 

The Boston Massacre Hook: On the Google Classroom, the teacher(s) will be 

creating and assigning two separate posts. Half the class will 

have access to the first post. The other half will have access 

to the second post. Students will not be told, nor aware, that 

there are two different posts.  

● The first post will contain an image of Paul Revere’s 

Engraving of the Boston Massacre. Students will be 

able to draw the conclusions  that Revere wanted 

depicting his view of what happened.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RekbBKhVP-

4bPV3MK-hGsn5nvE-Xb7xP  

○ Additional Resource: 

http://www.wwww.gilderlehrman.org/conten

t/paul-revere%E2%80%99s-engraving-

boston-massacre-1770  

● The second post will contain an image of an 

opposing illustration called “The Incident at King’s 

Street.” It is the same event, but as it was reported to 

Great Britain. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1G4Cw9xYjbbOy

xGgx5HOHl2xYA9adJaY5  

● After viewing the pictures and answering the guiding 

questions, the class will discuss their thoughts about 

the images. At this point students should realize that 

their views or opinions of these images are 

conflicting with each other.  

● The teacher will then reveal the truth about the 

postings and introduce the idea of Propaganda.  

 

Lesson on Opposing Views:  Students will analyze and learn 

more about the Boston Massacre by visiting each view of 

what happened that night.  

● Students will take a closer look at the at the 

Engraving “The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated on 

King’s Street” by Paul Revere. Students will divide 

the engraving into four quadrants and analyze each 

quadrant on it own. Students will complete an 

analysis worksheet to determine what they believe is 

3 periods 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lkAjxyxF4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_cnplG8MeD4
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RekbBKhVP-4bPV3MK-hGsn5nvE-Xb7xP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1RekbBKhVP-4bPV3MK-hGsn5nvE-Xb7xP
http://www.wwww.gilderlehrman.org/content/paul-revere%E2%80%99s-engraving-boston-massacre-1770
http://www.wwww.gilderlehrman.org/content/paul-revere%E2%80%99s-engraving-boston-massacre-1770
http://www.wwww.gilderlehrman.org/content/paul-revere%E2%80%99s-engraving-boston-massacre-1770
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1G4Cw9xYjbbOyxGgx5HOHl2xYA9adJaY5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1G4Cw9xYjbbOyxGgx5HOHl2xYA9adJaY5


Midland Park Public Schools 

 

 

going on. Students will use evidence from the 

painting to support their ideas. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GU2MlcGTkF

cB1Q2V9AJAIaIkREN7rzkgy15Zp6omHTQ/edit?us

p=sharing  

● Students will then watch the following video which 

presents opposing views and describes how the 

Boston Massacre still remains a controversial issue. 

https://gtm-media-

2.discoveryeducation.com/v2.2/Unsolved%20Histor

y%20Boston/Unsolved%20History%20Boston_H_7

20p.mp4  

 

Google Discussion Question explaining which image they 

believe is most accurate and depicts the historical event the 

best. Students must provide evidence from the resources they 

visited to support their final views. Have a class discussion to 

share and tie back to the idea of Propaganda.  

Important People Students will learn about the important historical figures that 

played a role in the Road to the Revolution by completing  a 

Nearpod Lesson.  

 

Important People (Nearpod) 

● Paul Revere 

● Sam Adams 

● George Washington 

● Patrick Henry 

● Thomas Paine 

● George Washington 

● John Adams 

● Ben Franklin 

● Thomas Jefferson 

● Crispus Attucks (AMISTAD) 

 

While students are completing the Nearpod, students will be 

taking notes on each historical figure.  

 

Students will pick one person they are most interested in 

learning more about. Students will read an article on that 

person from NEWSELA and write a written response on 

their significance to the cause. 

1 period 

The Boston Tea Party  Students will be introduced to the Tea Act and The Boston 

Tea Party by first completing an online interactive. 

http://havefunwithhistory.com/activities/btp.html   

 

Google Discussion Question to share what they learned 

about this historical event.  

 

Discuss the event and how it shaped American history. 

 

Read the Tea Act & Boston Tea party passage and answer 

the following questions provided to demonstrate 

understanding.   

2 periods 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GU2MlcGTkFcB1Q2V9AJAIaIkREN7rzkgy15Zp6omHTQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GU2MlcGTkFcB1Q2V9AJAIaIkREN7rzkgy15Zp6omHTQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GU2MlcGTkFcB1Q2V9AJAIaIkREN7rzkgy15Zp6omHTQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://gtm-media-2.discoveryeducation.com/v2.2/Unsolved%20History%20Boston/Unsolved%20History%20Boston_H_720p.mp4
https://gtm-media-2.discoveryeducation.com/v2.2/Unsolved%20History%20Boston/Unsolved%20History%20Boston_H_720p.mp4
https://gtm-media-2.discoveryeducation.com/v2.2/Unsolved%20History%20Boston/Unsolved%20History%20Boston_H_720p.mp4
https://gtm-media-2.discoveryeducation.com/v2.2/Unsolved%20History%20Boston/Unsolved%20History%20Boston_H_720p.mp4
http://havefunwithhistory.com/activities/btp.html
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Watch  a Liberty’s Kids video and complete the video guide 

worksheet to hold them accountable for the information as 

they’re watching.  

The Coercive Acts 

 

Watch a Discovery Streaming video reviewing all the 

previous acts that came before & will briefly introduce the 

Coercive Acts 

 

Discuss the event and how it shaped American history. 

 

Read the passage on The Coercive (Intolerable) Acts passage 

and answer the following questions to demonstrate 

understanding.   

 

Watch  a Liberty’s Kids video and complete the video guide 

worksheet to hold them accountable for the information as 

they’re watching.  

 

Road to the Revolution Relay (review for unit test) 

3 periods 

Timeline Project  Students will be working on a culminating timeline leading 

them through the Road to the Revolution. After learning and 

discussing each major event, students will use illustrations 

and captions to create a visual on a large paper depicting that 

event. Students will have passages, FINS, and planning notes 

to help them create their visual.  

12 periods throughout the unit 

(1 period for each major event 

displayed on the timeline that 

will be completed upon the 

conclusion of each event’s 

lesson) 

Teacher Notes:  

The unit plan (link below) outlines period by period plans with links to additional resources, assessments, and rubrics. 

Additional Resources:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7lAv6mcbNr-c8igHwShuQE_B2CiWchnqi1ta_3VWHk/edit  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o7lAv6mcbNr-c8igHwShuQE_B2CiWchnqi1ta_3VWHk/edit

